A Classroom Blog for Beginners

Step 1: Go to blogger.com and sign into your Google account using the first part of your Gmail
address (the part before the @) and your password.

Google

One account. All of Google.

Sign in to continue to Blogger

*

Stay signed in Need help?

Create an account

One Google Account for everything Google

Step 2: Click the orange CONTINUE TO BLOGGER button. ,

Confirm Your Profile

tity on Google properties and connects you with

The profile that readers will see when they view your posts is shown below. Using a Google+ Profile gives you an i
another identity such as a pseudonym, you may

your readers, allowing them to share and recommend your content on the web and on Google+. If you want to
choose a limited Blogger Profile instead. More information about profiles on Blogger.

You will be seen as...

Your Google+ profile. About Profiles.

Kelly Morrissey
View my complete profile

He llﬂo

Prefer to post under a different name? Switch to a limitg

Email Notification

Send me feature announcements, advice and other information to help me get the most out of my
Feature blog. @

announcements
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Step 3: Click “New Blog.” ,

Blogger

E Kelly Morrissgf's blogs

LTS Create your blog now

You are not an author on any blogs yet, create one now to start posting! Can't find your blog?

Reading list = All blogs

— Add blogs to follow in your Reading List

You are not currently following any blogs. Use the "Add" button to enter blogs that you'd like to follow in your Reading List.
All blogs Learn more

Blogger Buzz

The latest from Blogger Buzz

Step 4A: Enter a title as you want it to appear in your banner across the top of your blog.

Step 4B: Enter the address .blogspot.ca. As you fill in the address,
Blogger will let you know if this address is available or not.

Step 4C: Choose

[ ]

Blogs List » Create a new blog one of the 6
templates you
~y Title ’ Simon's Red Umbrella p y .
can see. This is
> Address | simonsredumbrella blogspot.con easily changed
later. Just pick
This blog address is available
one for now.
Template
ﬂ o | -
b | « 1
Simple Dynamic Views Picture Window
ST Step 4D: Click
- g [ '"

Awesome Inc. Watermark Ethereal

You can browse many more templates and customise your blog late,
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Congratulations! You now have a web log.

Step 5: Write your first blog post. Click the orange pencil icon.

Blogger
E Kelly Morrissey's blogs

New Blog Simon's Red Umbrella B -  Viwblog

Your Blog has been created! Start posting | Dismiss

Reading list | All blogs

i Add blogs to follow in your Reading List
You are not currently following any blogs. Use the "Add" button to enter blogs that you'd like to follow in your Reading List.
All blogs Learn more
Blogger Buzz

The latest from Blogger Buzz

Making it easier to manage pages on your blog
1 month ago by A Googler

Adding pages to your blog can be a great way to organize content - like ‘About me’ or ‘Advertise' sections. To make
managing pages easier, we redesigned the ‘Pages' tab in the Blogger dashboard to make it look and feel more like
something you're already familiar with: managing posts.

Step 6: Give your first post a title, Write a sentence or two in the body. You can always come back
and edit / add to this later.

]

Blogger View blog

Simon's Red Umb... - Pos{ Hello, World!

Compose HTML F A 1T v Normal v B I U s Av Sy Lnk u il 5 =~ = = 66 L

Welcome fo my new web log! I hope we will have a lot of fun with
it]
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Step 7: Look at the upper
+Kelly =22 @ Share 6‘“5 right corner. You can see

some fun tools here, but
we're not going to use those
Save Preview Close just yet. When you've
finished entitling and
writing your first short post,
click the orange PUBLISH
button.

~ Post settings

¥ Labels

(U Schedule

Step 8: We're not interested
in sharing this blog post
with our Google+ circles at

c2 Permalink

§ Location this time, so just click
CANCEL on that window
. (bottom, next to the green
#* Options SHARE button).

Now we’re back at your “dashboard,” which is where you post, edit, design and lay
out your blog. Can you see that you now have one post listed?

From this dashboard screen you will always be able to:
* make changes to the blog template
* edit existing posts
* add posts
* delete posts, etc.
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Step 9: Let’s take a look at your blog! Click VIEW BLOG.

/
: 4
Blogger # = View biog
My blogs Simon's Red Umbrella - Posts » All (1)

‘ - Publish Revert to draft i

# Overview
l

Hello, World!
Post

w

] |

All (1)
Published (1)

You've been taken to a preview screen in a new window or tab. From here you can get back to the
dashboard either by closing the preview window or by clicking DESIGN.

Now that you have seen what your blog looks like, you can mféke some design decisions. First,
how about if we customize the palette?

simonsredumbrella@gmail.com New Post Design Sign Out§i Step 10: Click DESIGN
w in the upper right

‘ y corner.
e 3

About Me

Kelly Morrissey

S+ Follow 0
HE llﬂo

View my complete profile

9%

Blog Archive

¥ 2014 (1)
¥ April (1)
Hello, World!
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Now you are on a screen that shows you which template you currently have on your
blog. Scroll down to see 7 templates and the palette choices available for each one.

Blogger Y 4 li.E View blog

My blogs Simon's Red Umbrella - Template

Start with a base template customise your background, layout, colours, fonts and more...

Mobile

Live on Blog

# Overview

B Posts

LD Pages

B Comments

ﬁ Google+

@ stats

Y Earnings

@ Layout
Template

/’ Settings

Edit HTML .u.

Simple

e=f | e e

Step 11: Click the
orange
CUSTOMISE
button and take a
moment to
experiment with

|_templates and
colours.

Step 12: When you find a combination you like, click APPLY TO BLOG (upper right

corner of screen).

\ ‘

Blogger: Simon's Red Um

« Back to Blogger View Blog Help

Step 13: Let’s go back to the
dashboard to work on your
layout. In the upper right, click
the blue BACK TO BLOGGER
link.

simonsredumbrella@gmail.com New Post Design Sign Out
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Step 14: Now you're back on the dashboard. On the left menu, click LAYOUT.

Blogger / LE View blog /

My blogs Simon's Red Umbrella - Layout

Add, remove and edit gadgets on your blog. Click and to rearrange gadgets.

M Overview .
Favicon

B Posts
|_D Pages

Simon's Red Umbrella (Heg
® Comments

ﬁ Google+
c Stats

Y Earnings
Layout
? Template

/" Settings

Add a Gadget

Blog Posts

Step 15: In the Layout screen, in your sidebar, click a blue ADD A GADGET link.

/

Simon's Red Umbirella - Layout

Add, remove and edit gadgets on your blog. Click and drag to rearrange gadgets. To change columns and widths, use the Template Dgfsigner.

Favicon Navbar

Simon's Red Umbrella (Header)

Add a Gadget

Blog Posts Add a Gadget

About Me

Blog Archive
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Step 16: Scroll down through all those fun gadgets until you see I}NK LIST and click it.

TToOT TCavITTg UG pags: Fpage

By Blogger

Poll
Survey your visitors by adding a poll to your blog#
By Blogger

Blog List
Show off what you read with a
favourite blogs.

By Blogger

Link List

Display a collection of your favourite sites, blogs or )

web pages for your visitors. 8 (Header)
By Blogger

List bt

Add a list of your favourite books, films or anything
you like.
By Blogger

Feed

|dgets. To change columns and widths, use the Templat

Navbar

Add a Gadget

Configure Link List

Title

Number of items to

show in list

Sorting

New Site Name

New Site URL

Creat Links E]

Leave blank to show all links

| Do not Sort %+ /

Talking Picture Dictionary

ttp://www.languageguide.org/englisA/

AddLink o

Cancel Back

Step 17: Enter a title for
. your list of links, such as
“Links I Love.”

Enter the name of a
website and the
complete web address
(or copy from my blog).

Click ADD LINK.

4

Add another.

When you've added
three our four, click
SAVE.
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Step 18: In the upper right of the layout screen, click SAVE ARRANGEMENT.

/

+KeVE ‘ Share @ﬂ)

Preview Clear .a.

ks. To change columns and widths, use the Template Designer.

Navbar

eader)

Add a Gadget

Great Links

That’s it. You now have a blog. From here it’s just a lot of (optional) bells and
whistles, icing on the cake.

Don’t forget to SIGN OUT of your Google account before you walk away from the

computer.

If you would now like to learn how to embed a link in a blog post, those instructions
follow. Otherwise, take the next ten minutes just to play around. See if you can
navigate the dashboard and easily get back to screens we’ve used today.
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Steps for linking to a custom list of vocabulary words and associated games,
tests, etc. in a blog post.

1.

w

N o s

10.
11.
12.

If you don’t already have one, open a new free teacher account in
SpellingCity.com.

In list management, create a new list.

Enter your vocabulary words, editing the definitions and example sentences
to ones you want your students to see.

When you’re done, save.

Click on the name of the word list you created. Copy its URL (web address).

Go to your blog and create a new post.

Say something like, “Hello, students. Please click HERE to practice spelling this
week’s words.

Highlight the words that will be your hyperlink. This is where students will
click to go to the SpellingCity word list that you created.

Click LINK up in your menu bar (it’s blue).

Paste the URL into the Web Address field and click OK.

Save or publish the blog post.

If your students are very familiar with Spelling City’s screens, they can find the
games from there. If not, you can create separate links to the various game

screens for them.

Things to do later from home:
add an image and short bio to your Google profile
drag more gadgets into your sidebar
advanced - add a photo as a background to your banner
email or call Kelly for help if you get stuck (okay, maybe not on a Friday night)
Kelly.morrissey@cogeco.ca, 519-564-6945
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